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Why are you here? 



Why do we enjoy photography? 



 Just Like Images 

 Outlet for Creative Expression 

 Recognition for Doing Well 

 Sharing Subjects with Others 







 People 

 Animal 

 Creature 

 Plant 

 Location 

 Experience 

 Event 

 

 Mood 

 Beautiful  

 Cute 

 Haunting 

 Unique 

 Majestic 

 Awesome 

 



 

 Know your subject. 

 

 Know your tools. 

 

 Practice! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Knowledge 

Try 

Results 

Analyze 



JPEG 

256 16,384* 

16.7 Million 4.4 Trillion* 

In Camera User 

In Camera User 

RAW 

Total Colors 

White Balanced 

Sharpened 

RGB Shades  

*  Typical DSLR 

General Recommendation: 

 Think of RAW as Insurance. 

 Shoot RAW+JPEG.  Discard unneeded stuff later. 



 You may not be able to judge the photo you 
just took because the sun is bright. 

 You may have your screen set too dim or too 
bright to accurately judge your photo. 

 Using your histogram insures that you have 
not over or under exposed your photograph. 

 No shadows are blocked and not highlights are 
blown out.  All details are there. 



 Practice with your camera often 

 Repetition builds muscle memory 

 Give yourself assignments 

 Try techniques on uninteresting subjects 

 Figure out what could be better  
 

 

 



 Know your subject. 

 

 Know your tools. 

 

 Don’t fall in love 
 with the tools. 

 

 One size does  
not fit all! 

 

 

 

 

 



 The image contains a fantastic subject. 

 All elements and enhancements either 
support or distract from that subject. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Balanced comfortable composition 

 Framing 

 Leading lines 

 Correct and expected exposure 

 Subject is brightest, sharpest object, 
with best saturation and dynamic range 

 Non-subject areas and objects are 
as expected, but insignificant 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Unbalanced composition 

 Subject continues past frame 

 Objects intersecting with subject 

 Out of focus or blurred 

 Too bright or dark 

 Unnatural color/lighting 

 Bright objects and areas 

 Over-sharpened features 

 Obvious editing or filters 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Don’t let it intersect 
with the subject 

 Blur 

 Darken 

 Reduce Contrast 

 Reduce Saturation 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Subjects are different 

 

 So selling each subject 
will be different 

 

 Make everything 
except the subject 
insignificant 





“May be Disturbing to Some Viewers” 

 

 

 

The real story behind the making  
of some of my “nature” images. 

 

 



“Great Egret Launch” 
 

Canon 40D, 70-200 2.8 IS USM + 1.4x, handheld, ISO 400, 1/2000, f5.6 



“Great Egret Launch” 
 

Canon 40D, 70-200 2.8 IS USM + 1.4x, handheld, ISO 400, 1/2000, f5.6 



“Jaguar” 
 

Canon 40D, 500mm f4 IS, Manfrotto 393 gimbal, ISO 200, 1/2000, f5.6, 
Speedlight 580 EXII, Better Beamer, 1/8 manual power 



“African King” 
 

Canon 40D, 500mm f4 IS, Manfrotto 393 gimbal, ISO 200, 1/250, f4.5, 
Speedlight 580 EXII, Better Beamer, 1/16 manual power 



“Cheetah” 
 

Canon 40D, 70-200 2.8 IS USM, ISO 800, 1/800, f 5.0 



“The Definition of Hope” 
 

Canon 7D, 24-105mm f4 IS USM at 32mm, ISO 200, 1/90, 1/15, 1/3, f4.5 
60 MP Super resolution and HDR created from 12 images. 



“The Definition of Hope” 
 

Canon 7D, 24-105mm f4 IS USM, ISO 200, 1/90, 1/15, 1/3, f4.5 
Super resolution and HDR.  12 images merged in PhotoAcute, 

tonemapped in Photomatix. 



“Silverback” 
 

Canon T2i, 500mm f4L IS, ISO 6400, 1/250, f 6.3, 
Speedlight 580 EXII, Better Beamer, 1/16 manual power 

 



“Water Lily” 
 

Canon 7D, 70-200 2.8L IS USM, 195mm, ISO 800, 1/125,1/30, 1/8, f 8 
Three images merged and tonemapped in Photomatix 



“African Lion Affection” 
 

Canon 40D, 500mm f4 IS, Manfrotto 393 Gimbal, ISO 200, 1/500, f4 



“Soaring Eagle” 
 

Canon 7D, 500mm f4 IS USM, Manfrotto 393 Gimbal, ISO 400, 1/1500, f8 



“Mississippi Takeout” 
 

Canon 7D, 500mm f4 IS USM, Manfrotto 393 Gimbal, ISO 400, 1/1500, f8 



“Mississippi Takeout” 
 

Canon 7D, 500mm f4 IS USM, Manfrotto 393 Gimbal, ISO 400, 1/1500, f8 



“Mississippi Takeout” 
 

Canon 7D, 500mm f4 IS USM, Manfrotto 393 Gimbal, ISO 400, 1/1500, f8 



 It’s all about your subjects.  

 Do your homework to know them. 

 To be the best at capturing them, teach your fingers and hands 
to take the pictures.  Practice often.   Give yourself assignments.  
Even if the subjects are not there, or the lighting/weather stinks, 
you can still practice your best techniques.   

 Take plenty of  shots, trying different techniques.  It costs you 
nothing.  You don’t need to save your practice stuff either. 

 To best present your subjects, understand the subject of each 
image.  Optimize it by enhancing the subject and making the 
rest insignificant. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



But Wait There’s MORE! 

#1  Even if a photo outing 
 does not result in great pictures,  

it’s still great practice! 

#2  To get great pictures,  
you have to be there! 





Do Something Hard! 

 “We choose to go to the moon. 
We choose to go to the moon in 
this decade and do the other 
things, not because they are easy, 
but because they are hard, 
because that goal will serve to 
organize and measure the best of 
our energies and skills, because 
that challenge is one that we are 
willing to accept, one we are 
unwilling to postpone, and one 
which we intend to win, and the 
others, too.” 

 President John F. Kennedy    9-12-1962 





I should add that the iconic image of Buzz Aldrin 
on the Moon above, was “’shopped” – many years 
before the creation of Adobe Systems and its 
flagship product.  The original image just clipped 
the top of Aldrin’s visor and pack.  So before 
releasing it, NASA did what was best for the 
subject -- filled in the missing part and added more 
sky for artistic balance.  (Goggle “AS11-40-5903” 
if you’re interested in further details.) 
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